[Internal medicine treatment of pleural empyema].
We made a retrospective analysis with regard to the bacteriology and to the therapy of all patients with pleural empyema who were treated in the district lung hospital from 1. 1. 1982-31. 12. 1986. 92 patients had a non-specific empyema, only 3 patients had a specific empyema. All patients were aspirated repeatedly with physiological saline solution instillation and antimicrobic drug instillation in the pleural cavity. This daily aspiration and lavage was successfully in 65 patients. This method was ineffective in 30 patients. We treated 7 patients of this group by the closed drainage (rubber-tube drain), in 4 patients successfully. 3 patients had to be treated by a surgical operation. An insufficient obliteration of the cavity of empyema occurred also in 23 patients of this group. A systematic daily aspiration for a longer time led to regression of the cavity in 4 cases, whereas a surgical operation was necessary in 19 patients. We consider the daily aspiration and lavage as an effective method in patients in early acute stages of empyema.